
Exploration of Outer Shelf and Slope Habitats off the Carolinas

Lophelia Banks

Dive Summary
8/11/2002

Islands in the Stream 2002:
Exploring Underwater Oases

None Observed.

ManyPelagic Fish

AbundantBottom Fish

AbundantCrustacean

AbundantMollusk

AbundantEchinoderm

AbundantOther Benthic

3Biodiversity

10uniqueness

9Health

1disturbance

None.

General Comments

Fish Assessment Primary

Habitat Assessment Primary

Sample Collection Primary

Filming Primary

Dive Objectives. Objectives accomplished during the dive include:

CTD File Raw jsl2_3304_ctd.zip

Track File Shape jsl2_3304_trk.zip

Track File WPT jsl2_3304_wpt.zip

Track File Raw jsl2_3304_raw.zip

Data Collected. Types of data collected during the dive include:

Living Marine Resources Abundance

Observed Fish Abundance

Garbage cans, bottles, plastics

Discarded Gear wire, rope

Cables small cables

Descended through clouds of mid-water jellies, salps, and mysids - luminescent animals
appeared at a depth of 900 ft. Landed in an extensive field of coral rubble with interspersed
patches of sand and silt. Spotted numerous urchins, Galathen and Lithodid crabs, a few
hagfish, mcytophids, and a few small colonies of live Lophelia coral. Transited to good coral
biotope with relief greater than 30m consisting of an interwoven network of ridges and
mounds separated by narrow winding sand valleys. The ridges and mounds consisted of a
sandy substrate upon which huge colonies and stands of live Lophelia flourish. Much of the
coral supports smaller communities of hydroids, bryzoans, small sponges, and gooseneck
barnacles. The Lophelia mounds provide excellent habitat for small deep water fish species,
very different from those found on the rocky ledges in shallower waters to the southwest at
the steeples. Relief of features observed during the dive ranged from  to >10 meters.

Overview of Dive JSL2-3304 at Lophelia Banks
Dan Boggess piloted this dive with aft technician Hugo Marrero at the site
known as Lophelia Banks (34° 19.2764N / 075° 47.4357W) on 8/11/2002
starting at 8:04:00. Total dive time was 3:15:00 and the maximum depth
reached was 1467 feet. Scientific observers were Art Howard and Ken
Sulak. (All times EDT)
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Dive Track Description

few 2-10; many 11 - 100; abundant >100

Observed Human Impacts

1

1

Overall Dive Site Ratings

1

1 = low; 10 = high

1

Observations and Comments on Living Marine Resources:
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Mysids Abunda

Myctophids Abunda

Diaphus Many

Hagfish Many

Pearlsides Few

Chain dogfish Few

Shark Single

Scorpionfish Few

Coral Hake Many

Conger eel Single

Observed Human Activities
few 2-10; many 11 - 100; abundant >100

MiniDV JSL2-3304-1

MiniDV JSL2-3304-2

MiniDV JSL2-3304-3


